ENDS AND MEANS
A study of history shows that the results of worshipping
a personality are by no means necessarily good. Indeed,
the energy developed by devotion to a person has been
directed to undesirable ends almost as often as to desirable
ones. That this should be so is, in the very nature of the
case, only to be expected. Devotion to a human person,
who is still alive, but who has been deified by general
acclaim, can hardly fail to be disastrous in the long run.
Bhakd-marga in regard to an Alexander the Great, a
Napoleon, a Hitler may begin by producing certain desir-
able changes in the worshippers; but it cannot fail to
produce degenerative changes| in the person worshipped.
* Power always corrupts/ wrote Lord Acton. * Absolute
power absolutely corrupts. All great men are bad.* A
deified man is morally ruined by the process of being
worshipped. Those who adoringly obey and imitate him
are making it inevitable, by their very adoration, that
they shall obey and imitate a thoroughly bad, corrupted
person.
In cases where the adored man is no longer alive,
adoration cannot corrupt its object. But even the best
human persons have their defects and limitations; and to
these, if they happen to be dead, must be added the defects
and limitations of their biographers. Thus, according to
his very inadequate biographers, Jesus of Nazareth was
never preoccupied with philosophy, art, music, or science,
and ignored almost completely the problems of politics,
economics and sexual relations. It is also recorded of
him that he blasted a fig-tree for not bearing fruit out of
season, that he scourged the shopkeepers in the temple
precincts and caused a herd of swine to drown. Scrupu-
lous devotion to and imitation of the person of Jesus have
resulted only too frequently in a fatal tendency, on the
part of earnest Christians, to despise artistic creation and
philosophic thought; to disparage the enquiring intelli-
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